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Project Name: MUSR RFMP Date: 1/23/2014 

Meeting Subject: Small Communities Workgroup Project No.:       

Location: Western Canal W.D., Nelson, CA Page: 1 

Notes by: Chris Fritz, PBI; Barry O’Regan KSN   

 

Attendees: See attached sign-in sheet            

        

        

        

        

 
 
 

Notable Discussion Items: 
 
1) Introductions 

 
2) RFMP Approach and Meeting Purpose 

 
3) Small Communities Topic Statement (see attached) 

• No comments. 
 

4) Small Community Conceptual Planning 

• The following handouts were provided: 
- Summary of FloodSAFE Programs (see attached). 
- 2012 CVFPP Summary of Small Community characteristics and costs (see attached). 
- Example conceptual plan figure. 

• Discussion regarding DWR’s upcoming Small Community Grant 
- Small communities need help with the preparation of grant applications and grant administration. 
- Many small communities do not have the organizational structure in place for managing grant 

work. 
- Draft grant guidelines are scheduled to be released in April of 2014. 

• The RFMP should reassess the definition of small community; Glenn and Ord Bend may be better 
defined as a rural area.  

• Small community solution for Richvale: Focus on repairing the Cherokee Canal West Bank levee 
(adjacent to Richvale) and fixing the low spot at Richvale Road.  If overtopping ever occurs it will occur 
along the levee section which currently protects the small community of Richvale. 

• If possible MUSR RFMP should document cost for small communities to get to a 100-Year level of flood 
protection. 

• Non structural methods for flood risk reduction should be investigated. 

• Investigate USDA and FEMA Hazard mitigation grant in the RFMP Financial Plan. 
 

Action Items: 
 

• Develop draft Small Communities chapter of the RFMP and send it out for workgroup review and feedback (PBI) 
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The 2012 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP) has identified the goal of providing 100-

year protection to small communities, where feasible. The Small Communities Workgroup will 

focus on helping the RFMP team identify the feasibility of achieving 100-year level-of-

protection standards for small communities within the region.   

Small communities are defined as developed areas with fewer than 10,000 residents. Because 

small communities do not fall in the category of urban or urbanizing areas (10,000 or more 

residents, currently or within the next 10 years), they are not required to meet the Senate Bill 5 

State-mandated 200-year level of protection requirements for urban areas. However, recent 

legislative changes imposed upon the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), via the 

Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012, will increase the rates of flood insurance 

for properties that do not meet FEMA standards for 100-year level of protection. These 

increases in rates may prompt small communities to reassess their costs and benefits for 

achieving or maintaining a 100-year level of protection.  

The Workgroup will also help the RFMP team examine and review the various small community 

solutions proposed in the 2012 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP). In many cases the 

CVFPP proposes a ring levee as a first alternative to remedy flood inundation in the community. 

The cost of improving an adjacent system levee along with the required new levee to enclose 

the community may be very high relative to the population protected. Therefore, ring levees 

may not prove to be the most effective solution to the problem of flood inundation. Other, 

more simple and direct ways to address flood local problems must be envisioned and brought 

into the discussion. 
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