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2. Regional Setting 

2.1. Area and Boundaries 

The Mid and Upper Sacramento River (MUSR) Regions contain a diverse set of stakeholder 

groups in urban and rural-agricultural areas.  Combined, the two regions encompass 

approximately 640,000 acres throughout seven counties (Tehama, Glenn, Lake, Colusa, Butte, 

Sutter, and Yolo).  The major part of the Sacramento River Flood Control Project bypass system 

is located in the region, including the Sutter and Tisdale bypasses.  About 68 percent of the 

Regionsô floodplain area is classified as Prime and Statewide Importance Farmland.  Large areas 

of the Regions are within the 100-year (1 percent annual chance) floodplain. 

As shown in Figure 2-1 and Figure 2-2, the Planning Area for these Regions (except the Lake 

County portion) is located within the north-central portion of the Sacramento River Valley.  The 

Regions extend about 90 miles from north to south and approximately 25 miles from east to 

west.  This portion of the Planning Area is dominated by the Upper Sacramento River and its 

numerous tributaries, which originate from the foothills of the Coastal Range west of the region 

and the Sierra Nevada Mountains to the north and east of the region.  .  Some of the primary 

tributaries of the Upper Sacramento River within the region include: Cottonwood Creek, Elder 

Creek, Deer Creek, Stony Creek, Mud Creek, and Butte Creek.  Nearly all of these tributaries 

have at least one State Plan of Flood Control (SPFC) levee system protecting existing 

development, and the Planning Area is generally defined as areas protected by these SPFC 

levees. The Regions are primarily dominated by farmland and a number of small communities, 

along with the cities of Colusa and Chico.  The list of small communities within the Regions 

includes:  

Å Colusa 

Å Gerber 

Å Glenn 

Å Butte City 

Å Princeton 

Å Meridian 

Å Grimes 

Å Robbins 

Å Hamilton City 

Å Ord Bend 

Å Afton 

Å Richvale 

Å Nelson 

Å Durham 

Å Dayton 

Å Nord  
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Figure 2-1.  Overview of the Upper Sacramento River Region 
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Figure 2-2.  Overview of the Mid Sacramento River Region 
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2.2. Population and Land Use 

Per 2010 U.S. Census Bureau Information, the population within the Upper Sacramento River 

Region is approximately 108,000.  The population within the Mid-Sacramento River Region is 

approximately 14,000.  The only urban area of 10,000 people or more in the Upper Sacramento 

River Region is Chico.  In general, growth rates for the Regions are estimated to average around 

0.6 to 1.0 percent per year for the next five years.  A breakdown of population for areas with the 

Regions is shown below in Table 2-1. 

Table 2-1.  Mid and Upper Sacramento River Region 2013 Population Estimates 

County/City/Small Community 
2010 Total 

Population 

Population within 

Upper Sacramento 

River Region 

Population within 

Mid Sacramento 

River Region  

Tehama County 63,463 1,627 0 

     Tehama1 418   

     Gerber 1,060   

     Vina1 237   

Glenn County 28,122 3,177 867 

     Hamilton City 1,759   

     Ord Bend 37   

     Glenn 42   

     Butte City 107   

     Afton 18   

Lake County 64,665 0 1,396 

     Lakeport1 4,753   

     Upper Lake 1,052   

Butte County 220,000 102,893 97 

     Chico 86,187   

     Nord 320   

     Durham 5,518   

     Nelson 88   

     Richvale 244   

Colusa County 21,419 86 9,067 

     Colusa 7,380   

     Princeton 303   

     Grimes 391   

Sutter County 94,737 0 1,722 

     Meridian 358   

     Robbins 323   

Yolo County 201,311 0 183 
* Source: 2010 U.S. Census Bureau 

1. Located outside MUSR Regional Boundary 

Land use in the MUSR Regions is primarily Prime and Statewide Importance Farmland with 

some large areas of Local and Unique Farmland and Native Vegetation and Grazing Land.  Table 

2-2 and the following figures show the land use summary for the MUSR Regions.  
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Figure 2-3.  Upper Sacramento River Region Land Use Summary 

  






